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Highland Giants Estate – Bird List 2025 

A curated list of species recorded on the estate, using BirdLife South Africa / IOC-
aligned modern names. 

• Uncommon – � 
• Scarce – � 
• Rare – � 
• Threatened / Near-threatened – � 

 

WATERBIRDS & WETLAND SPECIES 
 

Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis), Status: Common 

Habitat: Wet grasslands, dams and grazing areas with livestock. 
A familiar Highveld egret feeding alongside cattle and game. Often gathers in small 
groups. Seen year-round. 

 

Intermediate Egret (Ardea intermedia), Status: Uncommon � 

Habitat: Marshy dam edges and shallow wetlands. 
Elegant white egret of open water margins. Usually solitary. Seen more often in 
summer. 

 

Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea), Status: Fairly common 

Habitat: Dams, streams and marsh edges. 
Tall, deliberate feeder often seen hunting frogs. Regular at larger water bodies. 

 

Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea), Status: Uncommon � 

Habitat: Dense reedbeds and quiet dam shallows. 
Slender and secretive, favouring vegetated wetlands. Most records occur in summer. 

 

White-breasted Cormorant (Phalacrocorax lucidus), Status: Uncommon � 

Habitat: Bigger dams and open water. 
Large fishing cormorant. Often rests on rocks or dead snags. Occasional visitor. 
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African Darter (Anhinga rufa), Status: Uncommon � 

Habitat: Deep, quiet dams. 
Snake-like neck visible while swimming low in the water. Occasional but regular. 

 

Hamerkop (Scopus umbretta), Status: Fairly common 

Habitat: Streams, wetlands, and muddy edges. 
Distinctive silhouette with large nest structures. Forages at small pools. 

 

African Sacred Ibis (Threskiornis aethiopicus), Status: Fairly common 

Habitat: Wetlands and open grasslands. 
White ibis with black face and wings. Usually in small flocks around wetlands. 

 

Hadeda Ibis (Bostrychia hagedash), Status: Very common 

Habitat: Lawns, wetlands, farmyards. 
Loud, unmistakable calls. Forages in moist soil for worms. 

 

Southern Bald Ibis (Geronticus calvus), Status: Scarce � • Threatened � 

Habitat: Highveld grasslands and cultivated lands. 
Endemic Highveld species. Often in groups feeding in ploughed fields. A 
conservation-priority species. 

 

Egyptian Goose (Alopochen aegyptiaca), Status: Common 

Habitat: All dams and open water. 
Widespread and often noisy. Seen in pairs or family groups. 

 

Spur-winged Goose (Plectropterus gambensis), Status: Uncommon � 

Habitat: Large dams and floodplains. 
Massive goose feeding on grass and aquatic plants. Usually wary. 

 

Yellow-billed Duck (Anas undulata), Status: Fairly common 

Habitat: Quiet dams and marshy shallows. 
Resident Highveld duck. Often in pairs or small groups. 
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Red-knobbed Coot (Fulica cristata), Status: Common 

Habitat: Reed-fringed dams. 
Active swimmers often forming flocks. Visible year-round. 

 

Little Grebe / Dabchick (Tachybaptus ruficollis), Status: Common 

Habitat: All still waters with vegetation. 
Small diving grebe. Dives frequently, often disappearing for long periods. 

 

Blacksmith Lapwing (Vanellus armatus), Status: Common 

Habitat: Dams, muddy edges, open grassland. 
Sharp metallic call. Often territorial around water bodies. 

 

Blue Crane (Anthropoides paradiseus), Status: Uncommon � • Threatened � 

Habitat: Open Highveld grasslands and farmlands. 
South Africa’s national bird. A special species for the region, often in small family 
groups. 

 

RAPTORS & VULTURES 

 

Secretarybird (Sagittarius serpentarius), Status: Rare � • Threatened � 

Habitat: Open Highveld grasslands. 
Tall terrestrial raptor striding through grass in search of snakes. A prized sighting. 

 

White-backed Vulture (Gyps africanus), Status: Rare � • Threatened � 

Habitat: Open savanna and valleys. 
Large soaring vulture. Occasional overhead sightings. 

 

Cape Vulture (Gyps coprotheres), Status: Scarce � • Threatened � 

Habitat: Cliffs and high ridges; soaring over grasslands. 
Endangered Highveld species. Seen occasionally drifting high above. 
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Yellow-billed Kite (Milvus aegyptius) 

Habitat: Open farmland and valleys. Status: Fairly common (summer migrant). 
Resident in summer, often circling over fields. 

 

Brown Snake Eagle (Circaetus cinereus), Status: Uncommon � 

Habitat: Open grassland with scattered trees. 
Dark, heavy-headed eagle specialised in snakes. 

 

Long-crested Eagle (Lophaetus occipitalis), Status: Uncommon � 

Habitat: Wooded valleys and forest edges. 
Recognised by long crest and slow hunting style. 

 

African Fish Eagle (Haliaeetus vocifer), Status: Uncommon � 

Habitat: Larger deep dams. 
Occasional visitor. Iconic call often heard at distance. 

 

Jackal Buzzard (Buteo rufofuscus), Status: Fairly common 

Habitat: Highveld ridges, farmlands, and valleys. 
Resident raptor with striking chestnut and white plumage. 

 

Black-shouldered Kite (Elanus axillaris), Status: Fairly common 

Habitat: Open grasslands and fallow fields. 
Hovers while hunting rodents. Frequently seen along fence lines. 

 

Pale Chanting Goshawk (Melierax canorus), Status: Rare � 

Habitat: Open scrub and semi-arid country; marginal Highveld. 
Uncommon this far east. Occasional wandering individuals. 
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Osprey (Pandion haliaetus), Status: Rare � 

Habitat: Large deep dams. 
Scarce migratory raptor. Usually seen flying low over water. 

 

African Harrier-Hawk (Polyboroides typus), Status: Uncommon � 

Habitat: Woodland, farm groves and drainage lines. 
Acrobatic climber of trees; uses double-jointed legs to extract prey. 

 

Rock Kestrel (Falco rupicolus), Status: Fairly common 

Habitat: Rocky outcrops and open grasslands. 
Small kestrel often seen hovering over slopes. 

 

Lesser Kestrel (Falco naumanni), Status: Scarce � • Threatened � 

Habitat: Highveld grasslands and farmlands. 
Palaearctic migrant. Often in flocks around fields in summer. 

 

Amur Falcon (Falco amurensis), Status: Common (summer migrant) 

Habitat: Grasslands, farmlands, telephone lines. 
Large congregations possible. A hallmark summer species. 

 

Steppe Buzzard (Buteo buteo vulpinus), Status: Common (summer migrant) 

Habitat: Open grasslands and ridges. 
Migratory subspecies of the Common Buzzard, widespread in summer. 

 

GRASSLAND & OPEN COUNTRY BIRDS 

 

Crested Francolin (Ortygornis sephaena), Status: Uncommon � 

Habitat: Bushy grassland margins. 
Generally tied to warmer savanna; marginal for the cooler Highveld. 
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Helmeted Guineafowl (Numida meleagris), Status: Common 

Habitat: Grasslands and homesteads. 
Large social flocks roaming for seeds and insects. 

 

Orange-throated Longclaw (Macronyx capensis), Status: Fairly common 

Habitat: Moist Highveld grasslands. 
Often perched on grass tussocks. A characteristic Highveld species. 

 

Ant-eating Chat / Southern Anteater-Chat (Myrmecocichla formicivora) 

Habitat: Dry open grasslands and old lands. Status: Fairly common 
Dark, upright posture. Frequently near termite mounds. 

 

Denham’s Bustard (Neotis denhami), Status: Scarce � • Threatened � 

Habitat: Open Highveld grasslands. 
Large, impressive bustard. Rare but possible on intact grasslands. 

 

Buff-streaked Chat (Campicoloides bifasciatus), Status: Uncommon � 

Habitat: Rocky grassland slopes and ridges. 
A high-altitude species with a restricted range. Prefers rocky terrain. 

 
 

SWALLOWS & AERIAL FEEDERS 

 

Red-breasted Swallow (Cecropis semirufa), Status: Fairly common 
Habitat: Open farmland with buildings. 
Summer breeder, often nesting on buildings. 
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Greater Striped Swallow (Cecropis cucullata), Status: Common 

Habitat: Open country and farmsteads. 
Widespread summer migrant. Elegant flier with loud calls. 

 

White-throated Swallow (Hirundo albigularis), Status: Fairly common 

Habitat: Water bodies and farm dams. 
Often skims low over water. Nests on bridges and structures. 

 
 

WOODLAND, RIVERINE & MIXED HABITAT BIRDS 
 

Rock Dove / Rock Pigeon (Columba livia), Status: Common 

Habitat: Buildings and cliffs. 
Mostly feral populations around farm structures. 

 

Barn Owl (Tyto alba), Status: Uncommon � 

Habitat: Barns, rocky outcrops, grasslands. 
Resident but secretive. Hunts rodents at night. 

 

Spotted Eagle-Owl (Bubo africanus), Status: Fairly common 

Habitat: Rocky outcrops and woodland edges. 
Often seen on fence posts at dusk. 

 

Giant Kingfisher (Megaceryle maxima), Status: Uncommon � 

Habitat: Deep dams and rivers. 
Largest kingfisher. Powerful, loud call. 
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Pied Kingfisher (Ceryle rudis), Status: Fairly common 

Habitat: Dams and open water. 
Hovers over water before diving. 

 

Brown-hooded Kingfisher (Halcyon albiventris) 

Habitat: Riverine woodland and groves.  Status: Uncommon � 
Feeds mostly on insects rather than fish. 

 

Malachite Kingfisher (Corythornis cristatus), Status: Uncommon � 

Habitat: Reeded dams. 
Brilliantly coloured, quick flier. 

 

African Hoopoe (Upupa africana), Status: Fairly common 

Habitat: Open woodland and lawns. 
Recognisable by crest and soft “hoop-oop” call. 

 

Black-collared Barbet (Lybius torquatus), Status: Fairly common 

Habitat: Woodland and groves. 
Duetting “too-puddly too-puddly” call. 

 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker (Campethera abingoni), Status: Uncommon � 
Habitat: Riparian woodland and groves. 
Feeds on ants and wood-boring insects. 

 

Eastern Black-headed Oriole (Oriolus virens), Status: Fairly common 
Habitat: Wooded valleys and tall trees. 
Melodious whistles; feeds on fruit and insects. 
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PERCHERS, FLYCATCHERS, THRUSHES & SMALL 
PASSERINES 

 

Speckled Mousebird (Colius striatus), Status: Common 

Habitat: Gardens and bushy thickets. 
Social, long-tailed species. 

 

Southern Boubou (Laniarius ferrugineus), Status: Fairly common 

Habitat: Thickets and riverine bush. 
Secretive but its duet is distinctive. 

 

Black-eyed Bulbul / Dark-capped Bulbul (Pycnonotus tricolor) 

Habitat: Gardens and woodland. Status: Common 
A familiar garden bird with liquid calls. 

 

Arrow-marked Babbler (Turdoides jardineii), Status: Uncommon � 
Habitat: Thickets and riparian groves. 
Occurs in noisy family groups. 

 

Groundscraper Thrush (Turdus litsitsirupa), Status: Fairly common 
Habitat: Lawns, open woodland, rocky areas. 
Walks upright while feeding. 

 

Southern (African) Stonechat (Saxicola torquatus), Status: Common 

Habitat: Open grasslands and damp areas. 
Often perches on fence posts. 

 

Cape Robin-Chat (Cossypha caffra), Status: Common 

Habitat: Gardens, thickets, riverine cover. 
Melodic dawn song; tame around houses. 
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Bar-throated Apalis (Apalis thoracica), Status: Fairly common 

Habitat: Bushy areas and riverine scrub. 
Small active warbler. 

 

Southern White-crowned Shrike (Eurocephalus anguitimens), Status: Rare � 

Habitat: Dry woodland and savanna. 
Occasional wanderer beyond normal range. 

 

Fiscal Shrike (Lanius collaris), Status: Common 

Habitat: Open farmland, fencelines. 
Perches conspicuously while hunting insects. 

 

Fork-tailed Drongo (Dicrurus adsimilis), Status: Common 
Habitat: Woodland and farmlands. 
Bold and inquisitive black bird. 

 

Southern Black Flycatcher (Melaenornis pammelaina) 

Habitat: Woodland edges.  Status: Uncommon � 
Sallies out to catch insects. 

 

Pied Crow (Corvus albus), Status: Common 
Habitat: Farmlands and villages. 
Large black-and-white crow. 

 

Cape Crow / Black Crow (Corvus capensis), Status: Fairly common 
Habitat: Open Highveld grasslands. 
Long bill suited to probing in soil. 
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STARLINGS, SUNBIRDS, WEAVERS & SEEDEATERS 

 

Red-winged Starling (Onychognathus morio), Status: Common 
Habitat: Cliffs, buildings and rocky slopes. 
Often in noisy flocks. 

 

African Pied Starling (Lamprotornis bicolor), Status: Fairly common 
Habitat: Farmlands and settlements. 
Bold and sociable species. 

 

Violet-backed Starling (Cinnyricinclus leucogaster), Status: Uncommon � 
Habitat: Woodland and groves. 
Striking purple-backed male. Summer visitor. 

 

Lesser Double-collared Sunbird (Cinnyris chalybeus), Status: Uncommon � 
Habitat: Gardens and flowering shrubs. 
Feeds on nectar and insects. 

 

Amethyst Sunbird / Black Sunbird (Chalcomitra amethystina) 

Habitat: Woodland and gardens.  Status: Fairly common 
Dark sunbird with purple sheen in good light. 

 

Cape White-eye (Zosterops virens), Status: Common 

Habitat: Gardens, groves and woodland edges. 
Small active flocks moving through foliage. 

 

Cape Weaver (Ploceus capensis), Status: Common 

Habitat: Wetlands, reeds and rank grass. 
Bright yellow males in breeding season. 
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Spectacled Weaver (Ploceus ocularis), Status: Uncommon � 

Habitat: Wooded areas and gardens. 
Greenish weaver with prominent eye-ring. 

 

Thick-billed Weaver (Amblyospiza albifrons), Status: Uncommon � 

Habitat: Reedbeds and swampy areas. 
Specialised seed-eater with very heavy bill. 

 

Southern Masked Weaver (Ploceus velatus), Status: Common 

Habitat: Farmland, homesteads, wetlands. 
Abundant breeder around dams. 

 

Lesser Masked Weaver (Ploceus intermedius), Status: Uncommon � 

Habitat: Wetlands and reeds. 
Prefers marshy areas. 

 

Golden Bishop (Euplectes afer), Status: Common 

Habitat: Wet grasslands. 
Striking golden male in summer. 

 

Southern Red Bishop (Euplectes orix), Status: Common 

Habitat: Marshes and wet meadows. 
Bright red breeding males around reeds. 

 

Pin-tailed Whydah (Vidua macroura), Status: Common 

Habitat: Grasslands and gardens. 
Males transform dramatically in breeding season with long tails. 
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Cape Canary (Serinus canicollis), Status: Fairly common 
Habitat: Highveld grasslands and gardens. 
Sweet twittering call; small flocks. 

 

Cinnamon-breasted Bunting (Emberiza tahapisi), Status: Uncommon � 
Habitat: Rocky slopes and ridges. 
Often on rocky ground near cliffs. 

 

CUCKOOS 

 

Diderick Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx caprius), Status: Fairly common (summer) 
Habitat: Woodland, gardens and thickets. 
Often heard more than seen. 
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